
Every year, three  officer seats 
are open for election.  This 
year we will vote for President, 
2nd Vice-President, and Re-
cording Secretary.
In addition, Pete Mesa will 
resign as Treasurer due to a 
job promotion that requires 
more hours (congrats Pete!) 

Dana Chybicki is training to 
fill his shoes!
Maria Deptula will chair the 
nominating and election com-
mittee and send out nomina-
tion forms, collect nomina-
tions, and run the election.  
Please consider helping out 
with this important obligation.

If you are interested in one of 
the positions, feel free to ask 
questions of the current offi-
cers or Mrs. LaGuardia.  
It is a very important and ful-
filling  opportunity to be a part 
of the team that makes St. 
Francis a great, safe, and suc-
cessful place to be!

 NEW EDUCATION COUNCIL AT
SFA

St. Francis H.S.A. News

HSA OFFICER ELECTIONS COMING SOON

St. Francis of Assisi School 
has instituted an Education 
Council as of February 2008.  
The members are Fr. Lance, 
Mrs. LaGuardia, Jay Markot, 
Diane Castle, Dana Chybicki, 
Debra Eccles, Doreen Hafner, 
Frank Lamendola, Dave 
Meehan and Theresa Schaefer.

The first meeting  was held in 
February and included a pres-
entation by Mr. Frank Petru-
celli, Superintendent of 
Schools.  Mr. Petrucelli re-
viewed the purpose and proce-
dures of an education council.  
The council learned that they 
are there to assist the admini-
stration and help make cur-
riculum decisions when asked.  
Once decisions are made, they 
will help to bring those ideas 

to fruition.

At the second meeting, in 
March, the council reviewed 
the school calendar for next 
year and brainstormed possi-
ble concerns and discussed 
solutions.  Additionally, we 
reviewed the newly recom-
mended reading programs and 
discussed methods of funding 
the program.  Further discus-
sion topics were submitted and 
another meeting has been 
scheduled in April.

If you have any topics you 
would like to see on an 
agenda, please contact Mrs. 
LaGuardia.
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Beefsteak and Aideen and the Beautification Committee
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A huge thank you to 
Paula Ramundo and all 
her helpers for running 
another successful beef-
steak dinner in Febru-
ary.  The country theme 
was enjoyable; the food 
was great; the company 
was even better.  The 
beefsteak made a profit 
of $3311.15 thanks to 
the 125 attendees and 
25 school families that 
participated.

Another huge thank you to 
Paula McEvoy for chair-
ing the Aideen O’Donnell 
concert.  Those who at-
tended were treated to an 
hour of Irish song and 
harp music from Aideen 
and the Cliona Singers.  
After the hour in the 
church proper, all were 
invited downstairs to 
watch Irish Step dancing 
and share desserts brought 
in by our school families.  
This event raised $1901 
dollars for the school.            

And last, but not 
least, a thank you to the 
members of the beautifica-
tion committee for all the 
work they do during the 
school year to improve our 
school.  Seasonal decorations 
are beautiful.  Over vacation, 
the committee painted the 
teacher’s room and nurse’s 
office.  Up-coming is their 
annual Mother’s Day plant 
and bake sale which raises 
funds for projects such as 
new blinds, rugs, and other 
items.  Thanks Michelle, 
Susan, Roseanne, Aunt Bar-
bara and all your helpers!

www.sfashaskell.org through 
secure PayPal.  There is a 
small fee to cover our costs.

You may purchase $200 per 
month average of our gift 
cards for ShopRite, Stop & Shop, 
A&P, Pathmark, Kohl’s, or Home 

Depot.  The school earns 5% of 
your purchase.

All family contracts include a 
requirement to purchase $200 
a month in grocery certificates 
for a total of $2400 over 12 
months.  Several options are 
available to meet this obliga-
tion.

Credit Card purchases are 
now available through the 
school website 

You may purchase $200 a 
month average through Mar-
ket Day.  The school earns 10-
15% of your purchase.

You may combine purchases.

You may pay  a $10  per 
month surcharge fee in lieu of 
purchasing.

GROCERY PROGRAM OPTIONS

Market Day Delivery Days—
Jeannine Stacharczyk—973-
248-0261 –help is needed to 
sort orders on 4/22, 5/20, 
and 6/16 at 6 PM.

Clothing Drive– May 31st; 
9:30 AMto 3:00 PM– call 
Theresa Schaefer at 973-906-
2068

Playground building—Theresa 
Schaefer—973-906-2068

Arts & Environment (School 
maintenance and beautifica-
tion) Michelle Moore—862-
248-0320-help is needed for 
the Mother’s Day plant sale

Car raffle—sale from  5/1 to 
8/2/08—call Cristin Toscano 
at 973-657-0779

Service Hours must be logged 
through the school website 
for credit.

Looking for service hour op-
portunities to meet your 40 
hour obligation for this year?

Here’s a list of up-coming and 
on-going options and contact 
people:

Lunch duty—school          
Library duty– school           
AM Door Duty– school

Children’s Activities—Nisha 
Galeano—973-907-7921

SERVICE HOUR OPPORTUNITIES

How many hours?

Class Mom –10
8th grade Mom-20
Event Chairperson   
– 20 hours
Executive board  
—40 hours
Active Committee 
member—20 hours
All others by the 
hour



Car Raffle– May-July

8th grade graduation  June 13

Field Day– June 17

Fun Fair—June 18

Mother’s Day Plant and Bake 
Sale– May 10 and 11.

Carnival—July 29– Aug. 3

Tricky Tray—October 18

Clothing Drive—May 31st
9:30 AM to 3 PM

Start saving for a Spring cloth-
ing drive.  The fall clothing 
drive raised $1,089.60.  At the 
request of many people we 
will repeat the drive in the 
spring.
Thanks for your donations!
If you would like to volunteer 
for the collection, please call 
Theresa at 973-906-2068.

Up-coming Events:

HSA meeting—April 21,                  
7 PM

Book Fair—April 19-24

Market Day– April 22

Spring Concert,  Art Show  
and H.S.A. meeting—May 12

School Musical—May 17

No School—Friday, 5/23

Clothing Drive—May 31

SAVE THE DATE
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Meeting the needs of our  
school community

reading, grammar and spelling 
into one series for improved 
comprehension.

Displaying the books in the 
church hall should make it 
easier for students and parents 
to select their choices and 
make it easier for parishioners 
to stop in and browse.

     

This year’s Spring Book Fair 
will be held from April 19-24 
in the church hall.  Diane Cas-
tle and Robin Meehan work 
hard to make this a successful 
event.  This year, all proceeds 
will go towards the purchase 
of a new reading program for 
the school, “Reading Street”.  
This program incorporates 

Phase II of the playground will 
begin soon.  The first step is to 
determine the cost of the ob-
stacle course for the older stu-
dents.  Then the fundraising 
begins again.  We hope to see 
phase II installed for the fall as 
this project should not cost as 
much as phase I.  And thanks 
to the Karlak  family for clean-
ing the playground this Spring!

SPRING BOOK FAIR AND PLAYGROUND NEWS

HELP WANTED

St. Francis would like to begin 
sponsoring a monthly family 
night with events such as 
movie nights, reading nights, 
fitness nights, and others.  

We have packets of informa-
tion on how to run these 
events and publicity ideas.

Now we need a chairperson 
and a committee.  If you 
would be interested in  helping 
out with this project, please 
contact Theresa Schaefer at 
973-906-2068.

Market Day Assistance is 
Needed (see page 2).  This is a 
once monthly evening activity.  
We also need a volunteer to 
make reminder calls the night 
before delivery.  Any creative 
ideas for getting the word out 
about this wonderful food 
program would also be appre-
ciated.

Don’t forget to send in :

Box Tops for Education  to 
Joanne Sheridan

Campbell’s Soup Labels  to 
Olympia Luciani

Tissues and paper towels to     
the classroom teachers

Playground balls for recess
to school

Used educational toys for 
pre-K and daycare 
use to school

Office Supplies to the school 
office

St. Francis Annual Carnival
   July 29th – August 3rd
St. Francis of Assisi School Tricky Tray
   Saturday, October 18, 2008




